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News from MD Helicopters

MD Helicopters’ NOTAR® Fleet Clocks 1,000,000 Flight
Hours

Mesa, Arizona, February 21, 2010... MD Helicopters, Inc. (MDHI) today announced its fleet
of NOTAR helicopters have clocked more than 1,000,000 flight hours since MDHI’s exclusive
NOTAR anti-torque technology was introduced in 1991. MD Helicopters’ MD 520N®, MD
600N® and MD Explorer® helicopters use and validate this technology.

“NOTAR continues to perform to expectation and this is a significant milestone,” said Carl
Schopfer, Vice President of Engineering MD Helicopters, Inc. “The technology is still leading-
edge even though it has been in the market for some time. Today, no one else can offer this
technology at the moment which allows MD Helicopters, Inc. to provide a technologically
advanced offering to customers that they cannot obtain anywhere else.”

The NOTAR anti-torque system helps MDHI provide a fleet of the safest, quietest helicopters
available. It provides a responsive FOD-resistant directional control system using the natural
characteristics of helicopter aerodynamics. An enclosed variable-pitch composite blade fan
produces a low pressure, high volume of ambient air to pressurize the composite tail boom. The
air is expelled through two slots which run the length of the tail boom on the right side, causing a
boundary-layer control called the “Coanda Effect.” The result is that the tail boom essentially
becomes a “wing,” flying in the downwash of the rotor system, producing up to 60 percent of the
anti-torque required in a hover. The balance of the directional control is accomplished by a
rotating direct jet thruster.

In forward flight, the vertical stabilizers provide the majority of the anti-torque; however
directional control remains a function of the direct jet thruster. The NOTAR® anti-torque system
eliminates all of the mechanical disadvantages of a tail rotor, including long drive shafts, hanger
bearings, intermediate gearboxes and ninety-degree gearboxes.

NOTAR provides a number of safety advantages as well including no hull damage from tail
rotor-related accidents, no dramatic center of gravity shift with loss of gearbox, reduced pilot
workload and better concentration on mission, less sensitivity to wind direction, enhanced safety
in confined areas, elimination of the danger of an almost invisible tail rotor, and no driveshaft,
hangar bearings or 90 degree gear boxes.
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About MD Helicopters, Inc.

MD Helicopters, Inc., is a leading manufacturer of commercial and military helicopters. The MDHI family of
rotorcraft is world renowned for its value, versatility and performance. The MD Helicopters family includes the
twin-engine MD Explorer®, and single engine versions of the MD 600N®, MD 520N®, MD 500E® and MD 530F°.
The NOTAR® system for anti-torque control is used exclusively by MD Helicopters. The Company is based in
Mesa, Ariz. For more information about MDHI visit http://www.mdhelicopters.com.

About Patriarch Partners LLC

The Patriarch platform is a vertically integrated private equity firm with robust in-house operational turnaround
expertise. Patriarch Partners, LLC ("Patriarch"), founded in 2000, was built upon a proprietary patented financial
model designed to manage and monetize the distressed portfolios of financial institutions. Patriarch has since
evolved into a global investment firm that concentrates on direct investments in distressed businesses, with a focus
to rebuild, managing funds with over $7 billion of equity and secured loan assets with equity investments in more
than 70 companies, and controlling interests in approximately two-thirds of these. For more information, please
visit www.patriarchpartners.com.

Contact: Art Fiacco 480 346 6566
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